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Table 1. Farmland Soils in Putnam Valley 
Category Acres % of Total Acreage in PV 

Prime Farmland 2,034 7.7 
Prime Farmland of Statewide Importance 1,913 7.2 
Prime Farmland Soil if Drained 9 < 1 
Total Acreage 26,457 -- 

 
Thus 15% of the total acreage in Putnam Valley supports soils suitable for farmland, though much of 
that area is forested today. Prime Farmland represents the most suitable farmland soils, described 
previously. Prime Farmland of Statewide Importance is that which nearly meets the requirements for 
prime farmland and may produce as high a yield as prime farmland when conditions are favorable1. 

It should be noted that the majority of the parcels containing prime farmland soils are located in the 
southern portion of Town, the area of Town that is most densely populated. Given the limited 
availability of suitable farmland soils in the Town, future farmland potential should be considered for 
any parcel with prime farmland soils. Protecting existing or future farmable parcels could contribute to 
the Town’s open space goals2. 

The largest present-day agricultural activity within the Town of Putnam Valley is horse boarding; 
however, other farm activities in Town include horticulture, Christmas tree farms, maple syrup farms, 
and a composting facility. 

Putnam County Agricultural Districts are also displayed on the Agricultural Districts and Farmland 
Soils map. Enacted in 1971, New York’s Agricultural Districts Law (ADL) is a very effective tool for 
maintaining lands in agriculture and ensuring New York’s position as an outstanding agricultural 
state3. These Agricultural Districts have been designated on the basis of proposals from landowners. 
The land designated by Putnam County’s Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board and the County 
Planning Board as an Agricultural District must be at least 250 acres in size and show viable farming 
activity4. Land owners of such properties “receive partial real property tax relief (agricultural 
assessment and special benefit assessments), and protections against overly restrictive local laws, 
government funded acquisition or construction projects, and private nuisance suits involving 
agricultural practices.”4 
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The Agricultural Districts and Farmland Soils map illustrates three categories of farmland 
according to soil characteristics: Prime Farmland Soil, Farmland Soil of Statewide Importance and 
Prime Farmland Soil if Drained. The acreages for each category in Putnam Valley are shown in Table 
1 below.

Agricultural District and Farmland Soils
As described in the text accompanying the maps, much of Putnam Valley’s land 
is unsuitable for agriculture. Prime farmland, as defined by the US Department of Agriculture, is that 
which has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, or
forage: the nature of the soil (quality, texture, aeration, and pH); minimal slope of the land; available 
moisture and drainage; quantity and nature of rocks; and salt and sodium content all interact to produce 
land that holds promise as farmland1.



Another form of tax relief available to landowners is the Agricultural Assessment Program.2 Any 
owner of at least seven acres of land that produces a minimum of $10,000 annually, or any owner of 
fewer than seven acres of land that produces a minimum of $50,000 annually, on average, in the 
preceding two years from the sale of crops, livestock, or livestock products, is eligible to receive an 
agricultural assessment. This program allows land to be taxed on its agricultural assessment rather than 
fair market value. 

Tax relief is an important issue for New York farmers. Farms need land to operate and property taxes 
on farmland are often a significant expense. At the same time, farmland tends to pay more in property 
tax than it requires in public services. “Cows and corn don’t go to school.” This saying reflects the fact 
that while farmland pays less in property taxes than residences do, it requires significantly less in 
public services. Cost of Community Services studies from around the country have demonstrated that 
farm and forest land generate a net property tax “profit” while houses generally cause a property tax 
“loss” (due to the high cost of their associated public services)4. Thus, having farmland in a community 
can help maintain a lower demand for public services and keep property taxes lower. By maintaining a 
balance of land uses and by focusing growth in areas with access to underutilized infrastructure, 
communities can promote fiscal efficiency, preserve farmland and open space, and avoid other costs of 
sprawl. Increasingly, state and local governments are recognizing that keeping farmland in production 
may help control the cost of providing community services5. 

Farms can provide both economic and ecological benefits to the communities in which they occur. 
Active farms contribute to the local economy through sales of agricultural products and job creation. 
The Putnam Valley Residents’ Coalition sponsors a thriving Farmers Market each summer at the 
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center. Agricultural land provides wildlife with food, water, shelter, and 
space, promoting biodiversity. The floodplain management and carbon sequestration of these areas are 
important in light of changing Climate Conditions. As mentioned above, use of land for agricultural 
purposes limits sprawl and the impact sprawl has on property and school taxes and the demand on 
public services. Agricultural lands are considered open space, and a number of agricultural lands have 
been identified as some of Putnam Valley’s Scenic Resources.  
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